[**PRODUCTION: there are two in-text graphics in this document.]

Changing Keyboard Shortcuts
You can change keyboard shortcuts in Dreamweaver either by using a previously unused shortcut or by reassigning an existing shortcut to a different menu item. 

Dreamweaver MX 2004 includes a Keyboard Shortcut editor, which not only makes editing keyboard shortcuts much easier, but allows you to have multiple sets of shortcuts.

[**PRODUCTION: Please link the italics below to the previous Appendix K Section 1 file.]

If you’d rather edit a text file than use a dialog box, see the previous section, called Modifying the Shortcut File.

4
Tip
•
The Macromedia Web site includes a Keyboard Shortcut Quick Reference PDF file that displays standard key combinations and the command attached, if any. The URL is:

http://www.macromedia.com/go/dreamweaver_mx_shortcuts

To change a keyboard shortcut:

1.
From the Document window bar, select Edit > Keyboard Shortcuts to display the Keyboard Shortcuts editor (Figure 5).

2.
Click the Duplicate Set button <<img src="dupeset.gif">> to duplicate the current set of shortcuts, so you can edit them. The Duplicate Set dialog box will appear (Figure 6).

3.
Type a name for your set in the Name of Duplicate Set text box. 

4.
Click OK. Your duplicate set name will be displayed in the Current Set drop-down menu.

5.
Click the icon next to the name of the menu that contains the command for which you want to change the shortcut. This will expand the menu (Figure 7), showing all the commands and submenu names it contains. 

6.
Click on the name of the menu item whose shortcut you want to change.

7.
Click in the Press Key text box.

8.
On the keyboard, type the key combination you want to assign to the selected menu item. If the key combination is already assigned to a menu item, a warning will appear just below the Press Key box (Figure 8). 

9.
Click the Change button to assign the key command (Figure 9). If the key combination is already assigned to something, a dialog will appear asking you to confirm the shortcut’s reassignment (Figure 10).

10.
Click OK. Your new shortcut should work just fine, and the new shortcut will appear in the menu (Figure 11). 

Deleting a keyboard shortcut

Occasionally, you may want to remove a shortcut key combination from a command without assigning it to a new command. 

To delete a keyboard shortcut:

Follow steps 1 through 5 of the previous task.

1.
Click the delete shortcut button (the minus button). There is no warning dialog; the shortcut is simply removed (Figure 12).

2.
Click OK to close the editor and save your changes.

4
Tips
•
In past editions of Dreamweaver, you could assign multiple shortcuts for a given command (Figure 13) by clicking the plus button, but I had problems getting this to work in Dreamweaver MX. 

•
To use keyboard shortcuts from a different editor or from Dreamweaver 3, select the version from the Current Set drop-down menu (Figure 14).

•
To edit keyboard shortcuts for a different part of the program, select it from the Commands drop-down menu (Figure 15).

•
To save your shortcuts as an HTML file so you can refer to it in your browser or as a printout, click the Export Set as HTML button <<img src="exportset.gif">>.

Figure 5 The Keyboard Shortcuts editor allows you to add, remove, or change keyboard shortcuts.

Figure 6 Type a name for your modified keyboard shortcut file in the Duplicate Set dialog box.

Figure 7 To add a shortcut for the Open Linked Page command,  I first expanded the Modify menu. 

Figure 8 The first shortcut I tried (Ctrl+Shift+L) is already assigned to the Remove Link command. If this is a command I already use or that I might use, then it’s a good thing the editor will warn me. 

Figure 9 When I finally hit upon an unassigned combination (that’s a zero in there), I assigned it to the command by clicking the Change button.

Figure 10 If I decide to overtake a pre-existing shortcut, Dreamweaver will ask me to confirm my decision. Remember, you can keep different sets of shortcuts for different users or projects, and you can always go back to the original. 

Figure 11 My new shortcut appears in the menu. 

Figure 12 I removed the keyboard shortcut from the Insert > Tag command.  I can assign a new shortcut or I can leave the command without one. 

Figure 13 You can assign multiple shortcuts to a command, although your mileage may vary. 
Figure 14 Switch between keyboard shortcut matrices by selecting them from the Current Set menu. 

Figure 15 If you want to edit shortcuts for the Site panel or the Snippets panel, for instance, select your target component from the Commands menu. 

