
COURSE SYLLABUS
I.
Course Name:  The Fundamentals of Directing:  A Production Workshop

II.
Instructor:  Pete Shaner

III.  Required Reading:

· Real World Digital Video by Pete Shaner and Gerald Jones, 
Peachpit Press, ISBN: 0-321-23833-8
IV.
Course Overview:  Directing for film requires the mastery of a broad and seemingly incompatible set of skills.  A director must think and feel with the artistic sense of a visionary, while at the same time contending with the complex logistical difficulties of a film shoot.  A director must be true to his or her instincts and provide a unifying vision to their work while allowing a diverse crew of artists (actors, cinematographers, etc) the freedom to express their own individual truths.  The ultimate objective is to lead everyone involved toward the creation of a film whose elements all work together in a unified whole.  The purpose of this workshop is to examine all aspects of the director’s craft through lectures, demonstrations, and finally, hands-on work with actors and camera.  Topics covered will include script analysis, casting, rehearsing with actors, staging, shot design, and production.  For the final project, each student will cast, rehearse, block and direct a short scene which will be shot on digital video.  The resultant scenes will then be viewed and discussed in class.

V. Course Objective:  Upon completion of the course, each student should be confident in their ability to break a scene into specific (playable) beats and to design and execute effective coverage.  They should also become comfortable in communicating with actors and crewmembers in the collaborative process of creating believable characters and truthful moments on film or video.

VI.
Course content:

1.
Topic:  Introduction and Course Overview

· Outline course content and requirements

· Learn students' backgrounds and expectations for class

· Discuss selecting a dynamic scene



Assignment:

· Look for scenes (try www.script-o-rama-com)


2.
Topic:  Scene Analysis

· Discovering spine and objectives

· Breaking down beats

· Understanding conflict



Assignments:

· Select scenes

· Real World Digital Video, pgs. 40-46


3.
Topic:  Actors and Casting

· What is acting?

· The audition process

· Finding and casting actors



Assignments:

· Write analysis

· Put ad in Backstage West (try www.backstagewest.com)

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 4

4.
Topic:  Shots and Shot Design

· Camera angles and lenses

· Basic shot design

· Thinking visually



Assignments:

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 5

· Written Analysis due

5.
Topic:  Lighting and the Camera

· Grip and lighting equipment

· Knobs and buttons



Assignment:

· Schedule Casting Sessions


6.
Topic:  The Rehearsal Process

· Communicating and working with actors

· Improvisation

· Choosing team members



Assignments:

· Start casting

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 6

7.
Topic:  Blocking and Coverage

· Integrating performance and shot design

· Breaking the scene into shots



Assignments:

· Block scenes

· Work on Shot plans

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 8

8.
Topic:  Pulling it all together

· Working with cast and crew

· Scheduling time and resources

· The leadership of the director



Assignments:

· Prepare for shoot

· Shot plans due

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 9


9.
Topic:  Final Preparation

· In class shooting exercise



Assignment:

· Be ready


10.
Topic:  Shooting the Scenes

· Shoot assigned scenes



Assignment:

· Be ready


11.
Topic:  Shooting the Scenes

· Shoot assigned scenes



Assignments:

· Be ready


12.
Topic:  The Digital Age

· Review scenes

· Introduction to digital video and non-linear editing



Assignment:

· Edit scenes (if desired)

· Real World Digital Video, Chap 10


13.
Topic:  The Incredible Importance of Sound

· Review scenes

· Production sound vs replaced/constructed sound

· Music



Assignment:

· Real World Digital Video,  Chap 11

14.
Topic:  Writing, Producing, and Directing your own work

· Review scenes

· Finding a script or writing your own

· Producing your own work

· The independent film market



Assignment:

· Continue directing


  Suggested Readings:
· Film Directing:  Shot by Shot by Steven Katz

· Directing Actors by Judith Weston

· On Directing Film by David Mamet

· The Unkindest Cut Joe Queenan


