
A N I M A T I N G

T E X T  O N  A

C U R V E

“Whenever you are asked if you can do

a job, tell ‘em, ‘Certainly, I can!’ Then

get busy and find out how to do it.”

—T H E O D O R E  R O O S E V E LT
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RUBBER BAND TEXT

One of the coolest new features in the Text

Tool palette is the capability to put text on a

curve and then distort it. Because it works 

with the outline data of the font, it remains a

clean vector image until it is rasterized after it’s

warped. This project will explore the Warp Text

features and provide a snappy 3D animation

sequence!
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GETTING STARTED
There are many ways to use the Warp Text feature, but this project will focus primarily

on one. You’ll have a blast experimenting with all of them!

WARPING THE TEXT
In this project, we will warp the text in different stages to prepare it for animation in

ImageReady. The effect will be that of a rubber band stretching and then letting go

with a snap.

Project 13

Rubber Bands Text

by Jeff Foster
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1 Create a new file that is 500×200 pixels and fill the

background with Black.

Create a new file that’s 500×200 pixels.

2 Select the Text tool and a large sans-serif font. Type

in your message, centered in the screen, and allow for

plenty of room on all sides to warp the text.

(48-point Arial Black was used in this project.)

Select a large font and type
in a word.
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3 Click the Create Warped Text icon and set the Style

to Bulge and the Bend amount to 50%.

Select a Warp Text tool
from the Text bar.

4 To create the desired animation, several sequences

need to be created on separate layers. This first image

will be the extreme outward distortion of the anima-

tion sequence, so only change the amount of Bend

(not the Horizontal or Vertical Distortion modes).

Adjust the amount of
distortion for a frame
of animation.
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5 Select “Rubber Band” from the Custom Layer Styles

library.
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Apply the Rubber Band Style
from the Custom Layer Styles
library.

6 Duplicate the text layer, select the text on the new

layer, and with the Warp Text tool, set the Bend 

to +30%.

This will be the next step of distortion in the 

animation sequence.

Note: The Custom Layer Styles library can be found 
on the included CD-ROM or can be downloaded 
from the Photoshop 6 Web Magic Web site at
http://www.photoshopwebmagic.com.

Set the next step of distortion
for the animation sequence.
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7 Repeat step 6 but set the Bend to +10%.

This will be another step in the sequence.

Repeat step 6 and change the settings.

8 Repeat step 7 but set Warp Text to None.

9 Duplicate the layer in step 7 and set the Bend

amount to –10%.

Repeat step 7 and set
Warp Text to None.
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10 Repeat step 7 one more time and set the Bend

amount to –30%.

11 Duplicate the ––10% distorted layer and select

Motion Blur. When prompted to Rasterize the

duplicated text layer, click Yes.
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Duplicate the layer in step 7
and apply the Warp Text tool.
(Rinse and repeat.)

12 Set the Motion Blur with an Angle of 90 and a

Distance of 30 pixels.

This creates an effect of vertical vibration, which will

be layered with other layers (frames) when creating

the animation in ImageReady.

Set the Motion Blur filter to
create a motion effect.
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13 Duplicate the +30% distorted text layer and repeat

step 12.

By now you’ve created a few layers or frames that are 

necessary for the following animation sequence in

ImageReady.

Apply Motion Blur to a duplicated
+30% distorted text layer.

ANIMATING THE TEXT
By using the handful of frames in the Photoshop 6 file, you can create a multi-

frame animation by simply making the individual layers visible in each frame

sequence. Combine with the blurred layers and set the timing of the animation

for the final “Rubber Band Snap” effect.

1 With only the black background layer and the undis-

torted text layer visible, jump to Adobe ImageReady.

The first frame on the Animation bar is selected, and

the image appears in the project window.
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2 Add the next frame in the animation. Click New

Frame in the Animation bar’s side pull-down menu.

3 After a new frame has been added, simply shuff le

through the Layers palette and make each distorted

layer visible in succession according to the distortion

amounts. Refer to the frame number chart in 

the sidebar for the proper sequence in this first 

animation.
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Add a new frame to the
animation sequence.

BACKGROUND BLACK IS VISIBLE FOR ALL FRAMES

Frame 1: 0% Distortion (Warp) Layer 1 Second

Frame 2: +10% Warp Layer No Delay

Frame 3: +30% Warp Layer No Delay

Frame 4: +50% Warp Layer No Delay

Frame 5: +30% Warp Layer, +30% Blur Layer
No Delay

Frame 6: +10% Warp Layer, +30% Blur Layer
No Delay

Frame 7: 0% Warp Layer, +30% Blur Layer
No Delay

Frame 8: 0% Warp Layer, +30% Blur Layer,
–10% Blur Layer No Delay

Frame 9: –10% Warp Layer, +30% Blur Layer,
–10% Blur Layer No Delay

Frame 10: –30% Warp Layer, 
+30% Blur Layer(50% Opacity),
–10% Blur Layer No Delay

Frame 11: –10% Warp Layer, 
+30% Blur Layer(50% Opacity),
–10% Blur Layer No Delay

Frame 12: 0% Warp Layer, –10% Blur Layer
No Delay

Frame 13: –10% Warp Layer, –10% Blur Layer 
No Delay

Frame 14: 0% Warp Layer, 
–10% Blur Layer(50% Opacity)
No Delay

Selecting visible layers in sequence
from the Layers palette.
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After you have created the animation sequence, you 

can preview it in Internet Exploder or Netscape

Communicator by selecting the Preview in Browser 

button on the toolbar.

MODIFICATIONS
One of many modifications that can be made to this animation style is a simple

rubbery, twisting motion. This can be achieved with just a few simple steps and

only one Warp Text option.

1 Duplicate the 0% distorted text layer (or create a 

new one). Click on the Warp Text tool and select 

the Flag Style.

Apply opposing distortion in equal increments.

Bend: +15%

Horizontal Distortion: –15%

Vertical Distortion: +5%

This creates a waving twist to the text for the 

animation sequences.

Apply the distortion settings to
the Warp Text Flag Style.
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2 Duplicate the text layer and set the Warp Text tool as

follows:

Bend: +30%

Horizontal Distortion: –30%

Vertical Distortion: +10%

Repeat the text layer again twice and make the Warp

Text settings listed here:

Bend: +45%

Horizontal Distortion: –45%

Vertical Distortion: +15%

Fourth distorted layer 

Bend: –60%

Horizontal Distortion: +60%

Vertical Distortion: –15%

3 Repeat steps 1 and 2, only move the Warp Text 

settings equally in the opposite directions.

First Distorted Layer

Bend: –15%

Horizontal Distortion: +15%

Vertical Distortion: –5%

Second Distorted Layer

Bend: –30%

Horizontal Distortion: +30%

Vertical Distortion: –10%

Third Distorted Layer

Bend: –45%

Horizontal Distortion: +45%

Vertical Distortion: –15%
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Duplicate the text layer
and increase the amount
of distortion to the text.

Apply the distortion settings in
the opposing direction.
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Fourth Distorted Layer

Bend: –60%

Horizontal Distortion: +60%

Vertical Distortion: –5%

4 Once all your layers are created, use ImageReady and

create your looping animation to the sidebar table.

You can view these finished sample animations on

the included CD-ROM for comparison if necessary.

BACKGROUND BLACK IS LEFT VISIBLE FOR ALL FRAMES –
TIMING IS SET FOR NO DELAY FOR ALL FRAMES

Frame 1: 0% Distortion Layer

Frame 2: +15% Bend Layer

Frame 3: +30% Bend Layer

Frame 4: +45% Bend Layer

Frame 5: +60% Bend Layer

Frame 6: +45% Bend Layer

Frame 7: +30% Bend Layer

Frame 8: +15% Bend Layer

Frame 9: 0% Distortion Layer

Frame 10: –15% Bend Layer

Frame 11: –30% Bend Layer

Frame 12: –45% Bend Layer

Frame 13: –60% Bend Layer

Frame 14: –45% Bend Layer

Frame 15: –30% Bend Layer

Frame 16: –15% Bend Layer

The distorted text will animate in a
rubbery, twisting motion.
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